[Cortical modulations of the fine temporal structures of impulse trains in the dorsal lateral geniculate body in cats].
In response to a visual stimulation, "replicated triplets" of impulses may appear in many spike trains recorded from the cat dorsal lateral geniculate nucleus (dLGN). The number and the temporal structure of these triplets depend upon the general organization of the geniculate impulse trains. In this study, we show that a pharmacological blockade of the corticothalamic activity, obtained through microinjection of GABA into area 17, affects the replicated triplet production and leads to an increase in the dispersal of their structure. These results suggest that the corticothalamic pathway closely influences the fine temporal organization of the geniculate messages.